Curriculum
Intent, Implementation, Impact

Music

Learning together, serving our community with love and God in our hearts.

What is our

‘I enjoy our visits from the ‘music
man’ (Mr Little) to learn the ukulele. We learn all about different
types of music and how it’s made.’
Y3

At St John Bosco we believe that music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms
of creativity. We recognise that music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate
children. In designing and delivering our music curriculum we aim to engage and inspire all pupils to
develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and increase their self-confidence, creativity and
sense of achievement. Our music curriculum will allow for self-expression and build children’s sense of
community as well as develop children’s understanding of the world. We provide opportunities for all
children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop their skills, to appreciate a wide variety of
musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.
The objectives of teaching music in our school are to enable children to:

•

play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy,
fluency, control and expression
improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the
inter-related dimensions of music
listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing
aural memory
use and understand staff and other musical notations
appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great
composers and musicians
develop an understanding of the history of music.

•
•
•
•
•

‘Music is one of my favourite lessons because I enjoy learning to
play the violin. I listen to lots of
music at home and love to sing
songs.’
Y4

‘Music helps me to relax. I enjoy
using the instruments in school
and trying to make my own
songs.’
Y2
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How will we

it?
Our school uses the National Curriculum 2014 for music and the Model Music Curriculum as the basis for
its curriculum planning and this is taught with aspects of 'The Charanga Music' Scheme.
In the EYFS music is taught as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. Music contributes to a child's personal and social development. Counting songs foster a child's mathematical ability,
and songs from different cultures increase a child's knowledge and understanding of the world.
In KS1 and KS2 music learning is linked to creative curriculum topics. Through our music curriculum,
children learn to sing together, appreciate and analyse a variety of musical pieces from throughout the
eras and the world, play musical instruments with their peers, identify musical features in pieces and
use this to compose, practise and perform their own pieces.
Class teachers are mostly responsible for teaching music, however there will be opportunities for professional musicians and specialists to be involved in the teaching. We take every opportunity to develop
links with outside agencies and experts in order to enrich our music provision. From September 2019 a
KS3/4 music specialist will work with children in KS1/KS2.
We recognise that in all classes children have a wide range of musical ability, and so we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability
of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways:
setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
setting tasks of increasing difficulty
Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. Peripatetic music teaching is provided by The Violin Project and Musical Mates.
.
We provide opportunities for budding musicians to perform for the school community. This includes
solo and ensemble performances as part of assemblies and concerts. This recognises their achievements and celebrates their success. We also encourage all pupils opportunities to perform to the
school and the wider community via a Year 6 end of year production, Christmas Nativity , musical
showcases and other choir performances.
We are part of the LA Music Hub and attend various events throughout the year. We also provide other opportunities for children to experience music: through after school clubs. whole school singing,
musical performances and workshops at school.
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We have a school choir which we encourage all children in KS2 to join. The choir meets during
lunchtimes in order to prepare for festivals, Holy Masses and community singing engagements.
We recognise that music makes a strong contribution to other areas of the curriculum.
As a Catholic school our children have a strong awareness of religious music such as hymns and the
use of reflective music to create a prayerful atmosphere.
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What’s the
So far?

Children at St John Bosco are passionate about music. Our music curriculum is planned to demonstrate progression and build on embedded skills. Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety
of different ways. Teachers will assess children's work in music by making informal judgements as they
observe them during lessons. We will further assess the impact of our music curriculum through Subject Leader led planning and book scrutinies, learning walks and by consulting pupils themselves.

Year 3

Year 6

Year 4

Year 5
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